EXPLOSIVES AND BLASTING DIVISION

During 2001, 76 new Generd Blaster's Licenses were issued, and 1,173 Genera Licenses
were renewed. |n addition, 32 new Limited Blaster's Licenses were issued and 450 Limited Licenses
were renewed. There were 169 Genera Examinationsand 29 Limited Examinaions given. To obtain
a Generd or Limited Blagter's License, the gpplicant must pass the prescribed written examination and
must have two years of practical blasting experience. Thirty-Sx training courses were offered at various
locations throughout the Commonwedth for both initid training and prescribed re-training.  These
classes were attended by atotal of 417 people. During this year, 83 Blaster Certification Examinations
were administered under the Memorandum of Agreement with the Cabinet for Naturd Resources and
Environmenta Protection as mandated by the Federa Office of Surface Mining for surface cod
blagters.

Personnel of the Division of Explosives and Blasting

Lawrence C. Schneider, DIFECION..........cccoiirireeereree e Frankfort
Coleman England , ASSIStant DIreCtOr..........ovvivie i e e e Burndde
Douglas Hicks, Explosives & Blasting Inspector/Instructor [l..........cccoveveveennnns Martin
Kenneth Payne, Explosives & Blasting Inspector/Instructor Il..........cooeeeivvieeenns Barbourville
Carlos Delgado, Explosives & Blasting Inspector/Instructor Il.........ccccceveveereennee. Frankfort
Evan Shelby, Explosives & Blasting Inspector/Instructor 1l..........cceeeeveccveviennne. Madisonville
Kevin Meade, Explosives & Blasting Inspector/Instructor Il..........cccoeeeveeicenennnne. Fkeville
Terry Dozer , Explosives & Blasting Inspector/INStructor 1l........c.cceeeeveevveciieeninens Madisonville
Andrew Smith, Explosives & Blasting Inspector/Instructor Il..........ccceevvveeicnennns Louisville
SandraThor , Administrative Speciaist, ... ... Frankfort

Jeffrey Reed , Program Coordinator. ...........ovviieiieniii i e Frankfort



The Divison of Explosves and Blagting continued its program of inspection, enforcement,
education, and licensing of blagtersin 2001. A totd of 108 new blaster's licenses were issued during
the calendar year 2001. Of these 108 new licenses, 76 were genera blaster's licenses, and 32 were
limited blaster's licenses. As of December 3, 2001, there were 2,277 individuas holding current and
valid Kentucky blaster's licenses. Of these, 1,694 were generd licenses, and 583 were limited licenses.

During 2001, over 1.1 hillion pounds of commercia explosves were detonated in Kentucky.
This quantity represents 19.5 % of the total explosives used in the entire United States.  Of this quantity
used in the Commonwedth, 99.4 % of the explosives used were in the form of blasting agents or
oxidizers. Approximately 1.6 % or 7.7 million pounds were high explosives.

The divison conducted nine General Blagter's Training Courses and twenty-seven re-traning
courses throughout the Commonwedlth in 2001. The Generd Blaster’s Classes were attended by 121
people who were primarily applicants for blaster's licenses. The locations and number of attendees in
these thirty hours of ingtruction are listed as follows:

Classes No. Attending
Barbourville 15
Hazard 5
Hazard 12
Maysville 13
Pkeville 14
Centrd City 12
Central City 16
Louisville 28
Frankfort 6

These courses cover dl aspects of explosives techniques and safety. The purpose of the course
is to raise the competency leve of the blaster's in the field as well as assst those preparing to take the
blagter's examination. The public is better protected and the blagter's work environment is safer when
the blagter's ability is enhanced through training.

KRS 351.315 was amended by the 2000 Kentucky L egidature and made some changesin the
way a blaster’s license is renewed. These provisons, which took effect on July 15, 2000 are as
follows

(@D} The blagter’'s license renewd will be vdid for 3 years and the fee for renewd will be

$60.00 (The actud cost of renewa was unchanged, since previous renewals had been
done every year for $20.00)

2 Blasters are required to attend a certain amount of continuing education or

traning in explosves and blagting related topics in order to renew his or her license.
Individuas holding a General Blaster’s License must attend at least 16 hours of re-
training every three years. Those with aLimited Blaster’ s license mugt attend 4 hours of



blaster re-training every 3 years.

3 Blasters who have a vaid Surface Cod Miner’s ID Card, are exempt from the
blaster re-training provided they complete their annud re-training requirements as
surface coa miners and submit proof of this.

Since this new law has come into effect, the Divison of Explosives and Blagting has proceeded
with re-training licensed blagers.  The divison has conducted 27 classes throughout the
Commonwedlth in 2001 and was attended by 296 people who were applicants for re-training. The
locations and number of attendees that have been re-trained in the past year are listed as follows:

Re-Training Classes Attendance
Somerset 31
Bowling Green (3 Classes) 83
Louisville 7
Hazard (3 Classes) 20
Henderson 8
Cangyville 13
Frankfort 1
Fkeville 1
Barbourville (4 Classes) 23
Meadisonvile 5
Hopkinsville 3
Elizabethtown 19
Brandenburg 9
Hardinsburg 8
Maysville 6
Centrd City (2 Clases) 5
Glasgow 28
Mt. Sterling 8
Bardstown 18

The Divison of Explosves and Blaging has eight Ingpectors dationed throughout the
Commonwesdlth to respond to complaints and perform the compliance inspections necessary to ensure
that the provisons of KRS 351 and its associated regulations are followed. Each ingpector is
respongble for an area or region consisting of a number of counties as shown on the attached map.

The Explosives and Blasting Inspectors answer 100% of al public complaints received by this
Divison. These complaints primarily concern ground vibrations, noise, flyrock, and various other
adverse effects d blagting. The inspector's investigation of the complaints involves ingpection of the
operation generating the complaint, as well as seismic monitoring. During 2001, the Divison made 170
such investigations of public complaints and used the seismograph 72 times in order to resolve these
complaints.



In addition, the ingpectors continue to make routine checks of al blasting operations to ensure
compliance with the laws and regulations governing the use of explosves. The Divison ingpects not
only those companies usng explosives, but dso companies which manufacture, sal, store, and transport
explosves.  Forty-one companies, engaged in the sde or didribution of explosves in the
Commonwedth, registered with the Divison in 2001.

The Divison of Explosves and Blasting reviews and issues permits to purchase or receive
explosives to cod mines, quarries, congruction companies and individuas. As of December 31, 2001,
814 permits to purchase explosves were issued. The explogve storage facilities and transportation
methods are inspected, and a background check is conducted through the Kentucky State Police
before such apermit isissued.

During the yesar, the Divison has participated in a number of seminars sponsored by other sate
and federd agencies and educationd inditutions. It has been the am to use every opportunity for
education of the public and training of blasters in the safe use and associated hazards of explosves. A
number of these seminars and conference have been accepted as approved blaster re-training classes.

The number of licensed blasters again showed a decrease this year, continuing a trend that
began in 1982 when there were over 4,700 blasters licensed. This drop in the number is due to the
increased use of contracted shot service crews provided by the explosive companies, the retirement of
licensees who were origindly grandfathered into the system, and the more Stringent training, testing, and
experience requirements and background checks.



OIL AND GASDIVISION

Ri ck Bender, Director
Brian C. G| pin, Assistant Director
Nancy Toonbs, Admi nistrative Secretary Sr

Kimberly Collings, Well Records/Permit Reviewer

Rob Flynn, Well Records/Permt Reviewer
G na Cavender, O fice Supervisor

Terri Eversole, Secretary III*?

Rebecca Hardin, Secretary I11°7?

FI ELD PERSONNEL

Cy Britt, Ar€RSUPEIVISOr ...t e e

Jerry Gray, Area SUPEIVISON ...t e e ee e et e enaeaa
Marvi n Conbs, Area Supervisor

CurtisHardison, Oil and GasINSpector St .......oovviviiiiiiiiiiiee e,
Johnny Tooley, Oil and GasINSPECtOr Sy .......cvvviieiiiiiiieie e
Robert Yates, Oil and Gas INSpector St .......ovvvvvviviiiiiii e e,
James W. Hazel, Oil and Gas INSpector St .......oovvvvviiviiie i,
Michael Burnett, Oil and GasIngpector St ........c.oovvvviiiiiiiiiiiiennns

Edward Combs, Oil and Gas INSPeCtor St .......ovevvvviiiiiie i

Jack Deskins, Oil and Gas INSPECLOr SP .....vve e e
Jerry Finley, Ol and Gas Inspector Sr

Doug Hamilton, Oil and Gas INPeCtor ..........c.vviiviiiiiiiiiieen,
Greg Welsh, Oil and Gas INSPECLOr .....ovvviviiii i
Rick Parrish, Oil and GasINSPeCtor ..........ovvveeriiiiiiieeiieceeee e
Ron Norris, Oil and Gas INSPECIOr ..........ceuueieeieeeee e eee e
Dean Cornett, Oil and Gas INSPECIOr ..........vvveieeiiee e eee e
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AL AND GAS D VI SI ON

At the close of 201, the Ol and Gas Division had 13
field inspectors, 3 field supervisors and 8 enployees on
its adm nistrative staff.

The Division staff operates a custom zed M crosoft Sequel
Server database on an in-house server. W have devel oped
well history data for each well that can be utilized
daily. At present, there were 86,500 wells stored on-
line for which we have data relative to the permt,
oper at or, wel | | ocati on, perti nent dates and well
conpl eti on.

PERM TTI NG AND WELL TRANSFERS

During the year, the Division issued 1323 new permts
primarily for new wells, but also includes permts for
t he deepening or reopening of existing wells. The top
five counties receiving the nost permts are in
descending order as follows: Pike, Clinton, Letcher,
Meade, and Hart. These counties accounted for 37% of the
permts issued. O | and gas operators transferred wells
from one operator to another for a total of 1121 wells.
There were 317 new bonds posted totaling $793, 500. 00. A
total of $242,500.00 was released as a result of proper
abandonment or transfer to a successor operator.

Available to the public is a weekly publication of
permts issued identifying the permt nunber, operator
name, farm name, county, Carter Coordinates, and target
formation. This publication my be obtained on the
| nt er net at t he Di vi si on Web page:
http://ww. caer. uky. edu/ kdmm ong. ht m

COVPLI ANCE AND FORFEI TURES

The Division inspectors conducted 2650 inspections
t hr oughout 2001, which resulted in 587 violations. Of
t hese, 194 were corrected and cleared, 98 were forfeited,
and the remaining is in a pending status of either having
been granted an extension, or in the process of



forfeiture. The anount of forfeited bonds was
$131, 500. 00. The Division plugged 126 abandoned wells
with funds from the abandoned well plugging fund for a
total of $265,811.42. This resulted in an average
pl uggi ng cost for the year of $2,109.61 per well.



2001 CONSERVATI ON ACTI VI TI ES

- GENERAL-

Statistical summaries of the oil and gas activities
in Kentucky are as foll ows:

New Permts I|ssued 1323
Ol wWells Conpleted 93
Gas Wells Conpl eted 482
Conbi nation O 1 and Gas 6
M sc. Service Wells Conpl eted 7
Ol Wells Reported Plugged 323
Gas Wells Reported Plugged 90
Conbination Ol and Gas Wl s 12
Pl ugged

M sc. Service Wells Plugged 13
Dry Hol es Pl ugged 131
Total Wells Plugged 569
WelI's Reported Plugged Wth No 0

Known Conpl eti on

STATUS OF KENTUCKY O L AND GAS WELLS
(12-31-01)

al Gas Conb. Servi Tot al
ce S

Total Producing Wells 29,29 14,87 573 2,387 47,12

on 1/1/01 1 0 1

New Wel | s Added in 2001 93 482 6 588
7

Exi sting Wells Added in 38 102 2 (1) 141

2001

Less Wells Plugged in 323 90 12 13 438

2001

New Totals 12/31/01 29,09 15, 36 569 2,380 47,41



Di screpancies from previous year reports are due to
reclassification by inspections and addition of existing
wel |l s to database.



SUMVARY BY COUNTY O PERM TS | SSUED TO DRI LL
JANUARY 1 — DECEMBER 31, 2001
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Gdldin
Garrard
G ant

G aves
Grayson
G een
Greenup
Hancock
Har di n
Har | an
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Har t
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Hi ckman
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Jackson
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Leslie
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0 0
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0 2
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